The purpose of this article is (1) to study briefly the literary terms Marchen, Sage and Legende and to list the characteristics of the genre which each designates, (2) to survey broadly some English renderings and uses of the terms by Old Testament scholars, (3) to suggest a translation of the terms and (4) to give a descriptive definition of each. It is hoped thereby to point the way towards a clarification in one area of biblical scholarship. What are the characteristics of the Märchen? The world of the Märchen is the world of "the beyond"
where the preternatural and the supernatural, in modern terms the "unreal", predominate; it is a world that does not know the limitations of space, time and causality; it transcends the limits of our experience of reality. The places are nameless, the characters are nameless, and there is little sense of time. It is the most natural thing in the Märchen for Merlins or fairy-godmothers to appear and for trees to talk; one is quite at ease when a fearful animal appears, and a wise old owl can offer good advice from his perch on the branches. Characters flit easily from place to place. The world of the unreal has become the normal. The distinction between "the beyond" and the "this side" has disappeared.
The whole story is easy and free in its movement with a certain simplicity, lightness of touch and playfulness.
The movement between reality and unreality causes no embarrassment. Such is the Märchen. Because it covers a very wide area and embraces related types of narrative in other languages many scholars, both folklorists and biblical scholars, writing in these languages have retained the German term.
The ordinary popular Marchen has usually been a long time in oral tradition and has been worked and reworked along the way.
Hence it often appears with many modifications, e.g. the story of the Sleeping Beauty. It can acquire a written form at any stage. The literary Märchen (Kunstmärchen) has been created or given a fixed form by an individual writer, singer or reciter. Today it is written down; formerly it was learnt by heart. 
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